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PRESS MATERIAL
Templates
***Please note: the use of Press Materials are embargoed until February 22nd, 2012*** 

GENERAL RELEASE – TEMPLATE #1

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACTS: [NAME, EMAIL, PHONE]
In an Election Year Dominated by Candidates, Many [NAME OF LOCAL RESIDENTS, SUCH AS “SAN FRANCISCANS”] will be Searching for Democracy – Through the Humanities, Meaningful Conversation

[ORGANIZATION NAME] Participating in Statewide Initiative for Books, Exhibits, Lectures and Programs to Drive Discussions About the Nature and Needs of our Democracy

[CITY] — [ORGANIZATION] announced today its participation in Searching for Democracy, an unprecedented statewide initiative by Cal Humanities (formerly the California Council for the Humanities) designed to animate public conversation on the nature and needs of democracy. Through a wide range of public programs leading into the 2012 elections and beyond, students, families and people from all walks of life will explore – online and off – what discoveries and lessons about democracy lie in works of fiction and nonfiction, provocative cultural exhibits and public conversations. 

[SHORT DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION’S SPECIFIC ACTIVITY RELATED TO THE INITIATIVE.]
“In this time of crass partisanship, Americans need to come together for meaningful conversations about the real issues of the day – and the fundamental values of our democracy,” said Ralph Lewin, President and CEO of Cal Humanities. “[ORGANIZATION] is providing a unique opportunity and alternative – for local residents to examine the evolving nature and needs of our democracy in a meaningful but accessible way.”

[QUOTE FROM ORGANIZATION ABOUT WHY THEY’RE PARTICIPATING AND/OR WHAT THEY HOPE INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPANTS WILL ACHIEVE/GAIN FROM IT.]
[ORGANIZATION]’s activities are one of hundreds taking place in 2012 across the state. Cal Humanities will partner with other organizations on the following:

California Reads: A statewide reading and discussion program developed collaboratively with the California Center for the Book and the support of the California State Library. Five books will be discussed in every region of the state in a wide range of settings (libraries, book festivals and fairs, nonprofits and cultural organizations, bookstores, and educational institutions) from March through November. Authors will participate at some events, via online, and in video Q&As. The books, chosen through a public nomination process, include:

· The Penguin Guide to the United States Constitution: A Fully Annotated Declaration of Independence, U.S. Constitution and Amendments, and Selections from The Federalist Papers, by Richard Beeman – Annotated by one of the nation’s foremost Constitutional scholars, this edition of our nation’s founding documents provides both text and context for understanding our democracy.
· Farewell to Manzanar, by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston – A compelling memoir about the Japanese-American internment experience, as seen through the eyes of a young girl, and a haunting reminder of how our civil rights are at risk in moments of crisis.

· It Can’t Happen Here, by Sinclair Lewis – A dystopian classic by one of America’s greatest novelists, first published in 1935, which imagines a chillingly undemocratic America and reminds us of the fragility of democratic institutions.

· Lost City Radio, by Daniel Alarcón – A haunting novel by a young California writer that raises questions about the importance of historical knowledge, collective memory, and access to information in a democratic society.

· A Paradise Built in Hell: The Extraordinary Communities That Arise in Disaster, by Rebecca Solnit – A work of narrative nonfiction that reaches surprising conclusions about our need for community and common purpose. 

Public Conversations with Zócalo Public Square: A series of major events hosted in locations throughout the state (Bakersfield, Fresno, Los Angeles, Riverside, Sacramento, San Francisco, and San Diego) where compelling thinkers – and doers – from various fields will discuss with community members a range of topics, including: “Is Civility Overrated?,” “What Could Kill Democracy?,” “How Does Democracy Spread?,” and “How Will Millennials Transform Democracy?”

Teaching Democracy: Partnering with the California History-Social Science Project, this series of webinars with top scholars (designed to inspire student learning of U.S. history and civics) will cover topics such as “Intentions of the Framers of the Constitution,” “Why Do We Need a Bill of Rights?,” “Who is a Citizen?,” “No Taxation Without Representation: The Historical Roots of Taxes and Politics,” and “The Power of the Presidency.”

Wherever There’s A Fight Exhibition: Working with Exhibit Envoy, this travelling exhibition highlights how ordinary people have stood up for democracy to defend civil liberties within California. Exhibition sites include Humboldt State University (Arcata), Folsom Lake College (Folsom), the San Francisco Public Library (San Francisco), Museum on Main (Pleasanton), DeAnza College (Cupertino), Cerro Coso Community College (Bishop), and CSU Bakersfield (Bakersfield).

As the name of the initiative suggests, Searching for Democracy aims to learn what participants in these humanities-based conservations will “discover” related to democracy. The online hub for the initiative, www.calhum.org/searchingfordemocracy, will not only summarize major events and provocative blog posts but also allow participants to share what they have discovered, hear from others, and keep the conversation going. 

About [ORGANIZATION]
[SHORT PARAGRAPH ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION]
# # #

GRANT AWARDED RELEASE – TEMPLATE #2

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: [NAME]
[DATE] [PHONE NUMBER]
[E-MAIL ADDRESS]
[NAME OF LIBRARY] awarded grant from Cal Humanities to host 
California Reads reading and discussion series on Democracy
[CITY, STATE] – [NAME OF LIBRARY] received a $___,000 grant from Cal Humanities (formerly the California Council for the Humanities) to host a reading and discussion series based upon the book(s) [TITLE OF BOOK(S)]. The library is one of 51 public library jurisdictions across the state of California receiving grants as part of Cal Humanities Searching for Democracy initiative, designed to animate public conversation on the nature and needs of democracy. Through a wide range of public programs leading into the 2012 elections and beyond, students, families and people from all walks of life will explore – online and off – what discoveries and lessons about democracy lie in works of fiction and nonfiction, provocative cultural exhibits and public conversations.
“In this time of crass partisanship, Americans need to come together for meaningful conversations about the real issues of the day – and the fundamental values of our democracy,” said Ralph Lewin, President and CEO of Cal Humanities. “[NAME OF LIBRARY] is providing a unique opportunity and alternative – for local residents to examine the evolving nature and needs of our democracy in a meaningful but accessible way.”

California Reads is a statewide reading and discussion program developed by Cal Humanities in collaboration with the California Center for the Book and with the support of the California State Library. Five books, chosen for their examination of the theme of democracy, will be discussed in every region of the state in a wide range of settings (libraries, book festivals and fairs, nonprofits and cultural organizations, bookstores, and educational institutions) from March through November. Authors will participate at some events, via online, and in video Q&As. The books, chosen through a public nomination process, include:

· The Penguin Guide to the United States Constitution: A Fully Annotated Declaration of Independence, U.S. Constitution and Amendments, and Selections from The Federalist Papers, by Richard Beeman – Annotated by one of the nation’s foremost Constitutional scholars, this edition of our nation’s founding documents provides both text and context for understanding our democracy.
· Farewell to Manzanar, by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston – A compelling memoir about the Japanese-American internment experience, as seen through the eyes of a young girl, and a haunting reminder of how our civil rights are at risk in moments of crisis.

· It Can’t Happen Here, by Sinclair Lewis – A dystopian classic by one of America’s greatest novelists, first published in 1935, which imagines a chillingly undemocratic America and reminds us of the fragility of democratic institutions.

· Lost City Radio, by Daniel Alarcón – A haunting novel by a young California writer that raises questions about the importance of historical knowledge, collective memory, and access to information in a democratic society.

· A Paradise Built in Hell: The Extraordinary Communities That Arise in Disaster, by Rebecca Solnit – A work of narrative nonfiction that reaches surprising conclusions about our need for community and common purpose. 

[NAME OF AUTHOR, SCHOLAR, TITLE] will lead a discussion of their work, [BOOK TITLE] at each session. [IF POSSIBLE, INSERT A SENTENCE OR TWO ABOUT YOUR EVENT].
For details or to register, please visit [LIBRARY’S WEB SITE ADDRESS] or contact [CONTACT NAME, PHONE NUMBER, AND/OR EMAIL]. To obtain copies of program materials, please contact [LIBRARY CONTACT].

[END RELEASE WITH A SENTENCE OR TWO ABOUT YOUR LIBRARY,

HOURS, WEB ADDRESS, ETC.]
# # #

LIBRARY PROGRAM RELEASE – TEMPLATE #3
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: [NAME]
[DATE] [PHONE NUMBER]

[E-MAIL ADDRESS]
[NAME OF LIBRARY] to California Reads, a reading and discussion series on Democracy

[CITY, STATE] – [NAME OF LIBRARY] will host a free reading and discussion series called [NAME OF EVENT]. The library is one of 51 public library jurisdictions within the state of California receiving grants to host California Reads, a statewide program developed by Cal Humanities in collaboration with California Center for the Book to examine the meaning and nature of democracy. 

All programs will be held at [LIBRARY NAME AND ADDRESS.] For details or to register,

please visit [LIBRARY’S WEB SITE ADDRESS] or contact [CONTACT NAME, PHONE

NUMBER, AND/OR EMAIL].

“We are delighted to have been chosen to participate in this unprecedented initiative by Cal Humanities that will allow patrons a chance to discuss the meaning of democracy with their fellow community members and with [NAME OF AUTHOR], the author of [BOOK TITLE],” said [NAME OF LIBRARY/PROGRAM DIRECTOR AND TITLE]. “California Reads is providing a unique opportunity and alternative – for our local residents to examine the evolving nature and needs of our democracy in a meaningful but accessible way.”
Group discussion events will be held once per [WEEK/MONTH/ETC.] at the library on the

following works: [BOOK TITLE(S)]
[NAME OF AUTHOR] will also lead a discussion of the book on [DATE]. To obtain copies of all program materials, please contact [LIBRARY CONTACT].

[END RELEASE WITH A SENTENCE OR TWO ABOUT YOUR LIBRARY,

HOURS, WEB ADDRESS, ETC.]
# # #

MEDIA ALERT – TEMPLATE #4
[NAME OF LIBRARY] TO HOST [PROGRAM NAME] AS PART OF A 

READING AND DISCUSSION PROGRAM FOR CALIFORNIA READS 

WHAT: [NAME OF LIBRARY] will host a [3 part] reading and discussion program series called [PROGRAM NAME] as part of California Reads, a program of Cal Humanities Searching for Democracy initiative. Five books, chosen for their examination of the theme of democracy, will be discussed in every region of the state in a wide range of settings (libraries, book festivals and fairs, nonprofits and cultural organizations, bookstores, and educational institutions) from March through November. Authors will participate at some events, via online, and in video Q&As. 
WHO:  The series is open to all adults/seniors/students in the community and is led by [NAME OF AUTHOR OR FACILITATOR]
WHEN: [DATE]

WHERE: [LIBRARY NAME, LOCATION(S), INCLUDE ADDRESS AND ROOM #S AS WELL AS BASIC DIRECTIONS]
WHY: [NAME OF LIBRARY] is one of 51 library jurisdictions statewide that is participating in the California Reads program.  From March through November, libraries, community organizations and schools will be participating in California Reads, one part of Searching for Democracy, an unprecedented statewide initiative by Cal Humanities (formerly the California Council for the Humanities) designed to animate public conversation on the nature and needs of democracy. The program series is designed to animate public conversation on the nature and needs of democracy. Through a wide range of public programs leading into the 2012 elections and beyond, students, families and people from all walks of life will explore – online and off – what discoveries and lessons about democracy lie in works of fiction and nonfiction, provocative cultural exhibits and public conversations.

CONTACT: [library contact name, phone number, email address]
WEBSITE: For additional information, please visit [WEBSITE ADDRESS]

# # #

ADVOCACY LETTER – TEMPLATE #5
SENDING A THANK–YOU LETTER TO YOUR U.S. REPRESENTATIVE AND U.S. SENATOR

As you know, the Cal Humanities depends upon the support of the National Endowment for the Humanities and others to make these grants. We encourage you to send a letter, email or fax to your political representatives letting them know about the importance of your work and what this grant means to your community. 
We have provided a template below for your use and would appreciate a copy of any letters you send, an emailed PDF is acceptable. Your efforts today can help make a difference in the availability of future grants. An electronic version of this letter is available in the grantee toolbox on our website. If you are unsure as to your Grantee organization’s political district, please click on www.vote-smart.org, where you will find zip code-based directories of political districts. 


If you require additional assistance please contact, Jody Sahota, External Affairs Coordinator, at (415) 391-1474 ext. 303 or at jsahota@calhum.org  

[DATE]

The Honorable Jane Doe

[ADRESS]

[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]

Dear Representative Doe:

I am pleased to inform you that we received a prestigious California Reads public library grant award from the Cal Humanities (formerly the California Council for the Humanities), in partnership with the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). 


[LIBRARY NAME] will [DESCRIPTION OF LIBRARY PROGRAM]
 
California Reads grants aim to bring Californians together to explore important topics through books that invite conversation and dialogue.  Funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities, (NEH), this CAL HUMANITIES grant program, in partnership with the California Center for the Book, is designed to support public libraries in developing programs that stimulate meaningful dialogue among diverse community members by using works of fiction and non-fiction.  California Reads seeks to demonstrate the power of the humanities to inspire Californians to engage challenging issues together and showcase public libraries as active centers of community life. 

[LIBRARY NAME] wants to thank you for your ongoing support, and your commitment to providing high-quality humanities projects to California. This support is both an investment in our organization and in the social fabric of our state.  

As you know, state humanities councils are unique entities that support the public’s engagement with the humanities and receive their core funding from the NEH’s Federal-State Partnership program. We hope we can count on your support to increase much-needed funding for NEH which would translate into more projects like ours in your district and throughout California. We believe such projects help us strengthen our democracy by sharing the stories of our past and present, about what distinguishes us, and what brings us together as people who must build a common future.

Thank you for your support of the Cal Humanities and the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Sincerely,

SAMPLE PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (PSA) – TEMPLATE #6

00:10 PSA

On [DATE], the [NAME OF LIBRARY] will host a reading and discussion program on [BOOK TITLE] as part of California Humanities Searching for Democracy. For details, call [TELEPHONE] or visit [WEBSITE].*
00:20 PSA

Join [NAME OF LIBRARY] in a reading and discussion program on [BOOK TITLE] as part of California Reads Searching for Democracy. Discuss [BOOK TITLE] with fellow community members in this program starting on [DATE]. For details, call [TELEPHONE] or visit [WEBSITE].*
00:30 PSA

While voters may be searching for a candidate, participants in Searching for Democracy will focus on what is required for a healthy, inclusive, vibrant democracy. Join the [NAME OF LIBRARY] in a reading and discussion program on [BOOK TITLE] as part of California Reads Searching for Democracy. Discuss [BOOK TITLE] with fellow community members in this program starting on [DATE]. For details, call [TELEPHONE] or visit [WEBSITE].*

*California Reads is a program of Cal Humanities in partnership with California Center for the Book.

Sponsor Credits and Acknowledgements

Any tangible product of grant award activity (film/video/radio productions, publicity materials, project websites, displays, exhibits, public reports, etc.) must include the Cal Humanities logo with the Cal Humanities name fully visible and the following credit language must appear in all promotional materials relating to California Reads:
California Reads programs are made possible with support from Cal Humanities in partnership with California Center for the Book.
This credit line should appear on all printed and other visual materials created in relation to the program, including press releases, brochures, publications, invitations, program flyers, advertisements, press kits, websites, announcements including e-newsletters, and posters.  On all promotional materials it should appear in no less than 8pt type and should appear legible and proportion to the design. 

Wherever possible, please use the logos. The following logos may be downloaded from the online resources section:
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At all events and programs, sponsorship of the program should be acknowledged orally at the beginning and end of the program, press event or conference, and any related programs, including press interviews, whenever possible.

Local sponsorship credits, if any, must follow the credit language above and must appear in a type size no larger than the funding credit. For any materials supported entirely by another funding source, the local sponsor’s credit may appear first and in a larger size proportional to their support; however, it will also be necessary to include the above funder credit line. 

Written, visual, or audio materials resulting from award activities, which are published or produced during the grant award period without charge to grant funds, must also contain the preceding credit line as appropriate. All printed materials publicizing or resulting from award activities shall also include the following statement:  “Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this [publication] [program] [exhibition] [website] do not necessarily represent those of Cal Humanities.”
